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work amongst unreached peoples do not have this kind of 
connection, or do not have it frequently. Besides, electron-
ic connections are not the same as face-to-face contact. 
In many Asian and African cultures, body language is far 

more important than words. Sharing silences can be very 
meaningful—but cannot be done easily via instant mes-
senger.

There is a difference between collaborating and walking 
together. Real, deep discipleship cannot be done over the 
course of seminars and preaching in a week or two. Real 
discipleship demands personal accountability and encour-
agement day in and day out.

Ralph Winter has written of the amateurization of 
missions. I fear something related creeping up on us: this 
compression—the short-terming—of missions. I wonder 
what Jesus thinks of this—He who said, “If anyone would 
follow me, let him pick up his cross and follow me: he 
who saves his life will lose it, but he who loses his life for 
my sake and the Gospel’s, the same will save it?”

I think there is a role for short-term missions and 
short-term projects. But I do not think this role can ever 
replace the role of long-term inculturation into a dif-
ferent culture which leads to the “cross-pollinization” of 
the Gospel. In order to achieve this, Christians must be 
willing to pick up, like Abraham, and migrate to a differ-
ent place “that the Lord will show them.” They must be 
willing to settle in that place, and become part of it, and 
be a blessing to it. That to me, is what being a missionary 
is all about.

The “Dominion Mandate” in Genesis 1:28 fascinates 
me, although I would perhaps rename it the “Fulfillment 
Mandate.” Most interesting is the Hebrew word male’. Al-
though translated ‘fill’ by most translations, it has another 
connotation: to fulfill—to complete a thing’s destiny. For 
example, verses like “in the fullness of time” or “the time 
came for these things to be fulfilled” use male’.

I believe God has given every individual and every 
community of believers the mandate to fulfill a place. We 
are to be a blessing both to the place and to the people in 
the place. Israel had a place dedicated to them—but so did 
the sons of Esau. Clearly, God anointed people like Cyrus 
as well. Unfortunately, through the corruption of sin some 
places are void of their Kingdom destiny. If these are to be 
filled, some must leave the place where they are born and 
go help those who have lost their sense of destiny. This 
God-inspired migration is mission.

In this speeding-up, flattening, globalizing world, mis-
sions seems to be changing. And, honestly, I’m not sure 
that some of these changes are for the better. My friend 
and mentor Scott Moreau recently shared some presenta-
tions he was making on trends. Two things struck me, 
amidst all of the interesting factors he has documented: 
first, the increasing “shortening” of our involvement in 
missions; and second, the increasing divide in our will-
ingness to walk a long road with other people of other 
cultures.

For some time, we have known the number of commit-
ted long-term missionaries from the West is at best stag-
nant and at worst in decline, while the number of short-
term missionaries has exploded. But as I’ve been thinking 
about Scott’s data, I realize that I see this “short-terming” 
in many other places too: shorter projects, shorter stud-
ies, shorter emails, shorter travel times, the short bursts of 
SMS messaging. Everything is getting more compressed.

One result Scott points out: the short-terming of our 
relatinoships. We focus on the tasks at hand, accomplish-
ing the goal, finishing the project in a timely matter—and 
then move on to another project of a similar kind but in 
a wholly different place, with different people. We do not 
invest in long-term relationships because we know we 
have only a short project. There is no need for the deep 
planting of lifetime friendships.

Yes, we can (perhaps) remain connected via e-mail. But 
although e-mail is spread more widely than ever before 
(growing moreso every minute), many of the people at 
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Short-term projects have little 
need for the deep planting of 
lifetime friendships.

by Justin Long.

The shortening of missions
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Contributions
If you found this magazine to be of use, please consider mak-
ing a contribution of $10, $25 or more to defray the costs of 
producing Momentum. You can make a gift via Paypal at our 
website: http://www.momentum-mag.org

Share Momentum
You may freely pass this article on to others provided you do 
not alter it in any way and do not charge for it. The article, 
unaltered, may be reproduced in magazines or newsletters so 
long as the website address is given.
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If you want to know when a new issue is published, you can 
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Check out our other publications:
The AD 2025 Buddhist Monitor
http://www.momentum-mag.org/buddhist

Our readership:
19,000 page-views in 2005.
69,669 page-views in 2006 by 16,000 readers.
50,000 page-views in 2007 by 22,000 readers.

Countries where our readers come from:
Andorra
Argentina
Australia
Austria
Belgium
Brazil
Bulgaria
Cambodia
Canada
Chile
China
Costa Rica
Croatia
Cyprus
Czech Republic
Denmark
Dominican Republic
Egypt
Finland
Fiji
France
Germany
Ghana
Guatemala
Hungary
India
Indonesia
Ireland
Israel
Italy
Ivory Coast
Japan

Lithuania
Malaysia
Mexico
Netherlands
New Zealand
Norway
Paraguay
Papua New Guinea
Philippines
Poland
Portugal
Oman
Qatar
Romania
Russia
Saudi Arabia
Singapore
Slovak Republic
Solomon Islands
South Africa
Sri Lanka
Sweden
Switzerland
Taiwan
Thailand
Turkey
Tuvalu
United Kingdom
USA
Vanuatu
Vietnam


